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UNITED STAT7S OF AMERICA 


DEFARTMEST OF TRE AVY 


WVASEINGTON, D.C., February 21,1946 
I “ERUSY CERTITY TAT THT ANTEED ie a vhotostat of the Finding of Facts 
from the Rocoré of Froceedines of a Court of Inquiry convened on board 
the US.S. AUGUSTA by ordere of the Comman¢er in Chief of the U.S. Asiatic 
Fheat to inouire into all the circumstances connected with the bombing 
and loes of the U,5.5. PANAY in the Yangtze River near mileage 221 above 


Yoorunse, China on Decemoer 12, 1937. 


ON FIL Ti TSE Navy Devartment. 
_/e/ GL. Russell __ 


G6, L, RUSSELL 
Assistant Judge A¢voeate Generel of the Navy 


OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 


I VEREBY CTRTIFY THAT G. L, RUSSELL who sign 6 the foregoing cortificate, 


was at tha time of signing Aseietant Judge Advocate General of the Navy and 
that full aith an¢ credit should be given his certification as euch, 

It) TSDIMOIY YRERZOF, I ‘ave hereunto set ay hand and caused the Seal 
of the Navy Devartment to bo affixed thie Twenty-first day of February, 


one thoueand nine Pun¢red and forty-six. 


/a/ 0,5, Colclough 
9, 5S. COLCLOUGE 
Judge Advocate Gencral of the Navy 
For the Secr*tary of the Navy 
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The court, having thoroughly inquired into all the facts and circun- 
stances connact.1d with the eubject matter of the inquiry, finds as follows: 


FINDING OF FACTS 


HS That on December 12, 1937, the U,S.S, PANAY, a unit of the Yangtze 
Patrol of the United States Ariatic Fle-t, wae operating under lawful orders 
on the Yanetze river, 


2. That the immediate miscion of the U,5,S. PANAY was to protect 
nationale, maintnin conminication ortween the United Statee Embassy office, 
Nanking, China, ani the American Ambasrador at Hankow, China; provide a 
tesporery office for the U,5 Emoasey staff during the time when Nanking 
was grestly endangered by milictery oocratione, an? to afford a refuge for 
American and other foreign nationale, 


3. That due to intensive shell fire around Nanking the U.S.8,PANAY 
haé chengced berth rev-ral times to pvoid being hit, and on the morning of 
December 12, 1937, formed a convoy of Socony-Vacuum O11 Company vessels, 
principally the S,S,MEIFIVG, MEIFSIA, and M3IAN and proceoded upriver, 


4. That adenuate stops were tacen at all times to insure that the 


Japanese authoritios were informed o* the movements of the U.5,S. PANAY. 


§, That, in addition to her r-gilar complement, the U.5S.S.PAINAY had 
on board at this time four menvers of the American “mbassy staff, four 
American nationale anc five forcier noetionals, 


6. That at O940, while standing upriver, the U.S.S.PANAY stopped in 
response to a signal from a Japanese landing boat. A Japanese Army boarding 
officer ar.d guard went on board and was informed that the U.S.S.PANAY and 
convoy were proceeding to anchorage twenty-cight miles above Nanking. No 
warning was given of any ‘anger likely to De encountered, 


7, ‘That at adout 1100 December 12, 1937, the U.S,S.PANAY and convoy 
anchored in the Yanetze river in a commnact grouv at adout mileage 221 above 
Woorunge, tventy-eight miles above Nanking. 


8. That the U.S,S,PArAY was painted white with buff unver works and 
stecks and displayed two lerge horizontal flace on her uover deck awnings 
ylus leree colors at her eaff, 


¢ That the Socony-Vacuum ehivs MTUIPIUC, MEIFSIA, and MEIAN each 


Gisplaysd numerous horizon*eal ané verticel An rican flags, all of large 


size, 
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10, Thet at 1380 the crew of the U.S,S,.PANAY vere ongated in normal 
Sun¢ay routine ané were ell on board excopt a visiting party of eight men 
on board the 3,S,MZIPIVS. 


11, “hat at avout 1238 three larce Javanese twin motored planer ina 
Vec formation were oorerved at a coneidorable helght paesing overheed down- 
river, At this time no other creft were in the neor vicinity of the U.S.S8. 
FANAY and convoy, end there war no reason to believe the ships were in a 
fCangerous area, 


12, That without warning these three Japanese pianes released several 
bombs, one or tvo of which ctrusk on or very close to the bow of the U,S.S. 
PAYAY and another which stivck on or very close to the §,5,MEIFING, 


13, That the vombs of the firat attack did considerable damage to the 
U.S,.S,PAuAY, disabling the forwaré three inch pun, seriously injuring the 
Captain an¢ others, wrecking the vilot house and eick bay, disabling the 
radio equipment ane the steaming fireroom so that all power was lost, and 
ceusing lreke in the hull which reeulted in the shin settling down by the 
head end lieting to starboard thereby contributing fundamentally to the 
skinking of the ship. 


14, That immrdietely thereafter a group of 61x singlo engine? biplanes 
attacired from ahead, diving singly and apvearing to concentrate on the 
U,S.S.PAVAY. A total of about twenty boubs were dropped, many striking 
Clore aboard and creating, by fragments and concussion, eroat damage to 
ship and »ersonnel,. hase attrcks lasted about twenty minutes during which 
time at lerst two of the nlancs attacked also with machine gune; one 
mechine gun ettack was Cirected agninst a ship's boat bearing wounded 
achore, causing eeveral further wouncs and piercing the boat with bullets. 


15, Thet during the entire attack the weather was clear with high 
visibility ane little 4f any winc, 


16, “hat the nlanes particivating in the attacke on the U.S,S,.FANAY 
ang ite convoy were unmistakadl; identified by their markings as being 
Jananose,. 


17, That immediately after the 
were manned; the thirty enliber machine fun 
gaged the attacking plenes throughout the 
inch battery was not manned, nor were any 
time. This wae in accorrance with the ship's a 


18, Thet during the bombing many were injured by fiving fragments and 
concussion an¢ All suffers shock on the firet bom, he Captain suffered 
a broken hio and severe shock: soon thereafter Licutenant Anders, executive 
officer, was wounded by fragments in throat and hanfe, losing power of 
speech; Lt. (J.G.) Geist, engineer officer, received. fragments in the leg, 
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Ension Siwerse ha¢ clothing blewn off and was severely shocked, This 
includes all tno linw offizcra of the ship. The Captain doing disabled, 
the oxecutive officer carrici on his duties, civing orders in writing. He 
issued instructions to sequx'e confidential pudlications, to get underway, 
an¢ to beach the ehiv, LErvensive camago provented getting underway. 


1°, ‘hat ab adout 14%, dboiieving it impossible to save the ship and 
considering thy avmsor of wounded aac the longth of time necessary to 
tranefer thon ranore in two surll boats, the Captain ordered the ship to 
be abandoned. Tnis was vompleted by about 1500, 4y this time the main 
deck was awash aad the PaNaY appoarod to be sinking. 


20, That all terversiy wuntel wore transferreé ashore in the first trips. 
The Captain protestct in hie own caso. Tho executive officer, when no 
longer ablo to carry on 616 to wounds, left the shiv on the next to the 
last trip and Ex.s.¢@a Siverce remained until the last trip. 


Pl, That after the PATAY had deen abandoned, Mahimann, Chief boatswain's 
mate, and Weimers, machirict's mate first clase, returned to the PANAY in 
one of the srip's »oats to obtain stores and medical supplies. ‘while they 
wore returning to the beach a Japanese power boat filled with armed Japenese 
soldiers appronchsd close to the PANAY, opened fire with a machine gun, went 
Alongside, boarded, and left within five minutos. 


22, That at 1554 the U.S,.S.PANAY, shortly after the Japaneee boarding 
party had left, rolled over to etarboard and senk in from seven to ton 
fathoms of wator, av»roximate latitude 20-44-30 North, longitude 117-27 
Enct. Practicrlly no valuable government proporty was saivaged, 


23, That after the PANAY survivors had reached the left bank of the 
river, the Captain, in view of his own injurice and the injuries and shock 
sustained by his romaining line officers, and the general feoling that 
attempts would be made to exterminate the survivors, recuested Captain *.N, 
Roberts, U.S.Army, who was not injurod, and who was familiar with land 
operations and the Chinese lenguage, to act under his direction as his 
immediate represontative, Captain Roberts functioned in this capacity 
until the return of the party on board the U.S.S. OAHU on December 15, 
1937, performing outstanding service, 


24, That Messrs, Atcheson and Faxton of the U.S. "Embassy staff rendered 
highly valuable services on shore where their knowledge of the country and 
language, coupled with their rosourcefulness and sound advice, contributed 
largely to tne safety of the party. 


25, That after some fifty hours ashore, during which time the entire 
party suffered much hardshiv and exposure, somewhat mitigated by the 
kindly assistance of the Chinere, they returned and boarded the U.S.S.OAHU 
and E,M.S. LADYBIR?. 
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26, That from the begi:ving of an uuprecedented snd unlooked for 
attack Of greav violence until thoir final rotucn, the shin'c sompany 
and passengers of the U.S.S,PANAY were sudjected to srvave danger arc. 
continuous hardship, ‘The! eonduct under these candivivne wae tn tex sping 
with the best traditions of the Navai Sorvico, 


27, That among the PANAY passengers, Mr. Sandro Sandri died of his 
injuries at 13:0 December 13, 1937, and Mesers J, Hall Paxton, Emile 
Cassie, and Koy Sauires were wounded, 


28, That early in the bombing attacks the Standard 011 vessels got 
underway, The MZiPING and MPIHSIA secured to a pontoon at the Kaiyuan 
wharf, the MEIAN was Cisabied and beached further down river on the left 
bank, All these chins received injuries during the firet phases of the 
bombing. Scrious fires on the MEIPING were extinguished by the PANAY 
visiting party of eight mon who were unable to return to their ship, 


29, That after attacks on the PANAY had ceased, the MEIPING and 
MZIHSIA were further attacked by Japanese bombing planes, set on fire 
and destroyed, Just previous to this bombing, Japanese army units 
on shore near the wharf attempted to avert thie bombing by waving 
Japanese flags, They were not successful and received several casualties, 
It is kmown that Captain Carlson of the MBIAN was killed and that Messrs 


Marshall, Vines, and Pickering were wounded, Casualtics among the 
Chinese crews of these vessels wore numerous but cannot be fully deter~ 
mined, 


30, That the following membors of the PANAY crew landed on shore from 
the MEIPING after vainly attempting to extinguish oil and gasoline fires 
on board; V.F.Puckett, Chief machiniet's mate; J.A.,Granes, gunner's mate 
first class; J.A.Dirnhoffer, scaman first class; 7.A,Coleman, Chief 
pharmacist's mate; J,A.Bonkoski, eunner's mate third class; R.L.Browning, 
electrician's made third class; J.L.Hodge, firemen first class, and ‘.T. 
Hoyle, machinist's mate second class, These men encountered Japanese 
soldiers on shore who were not hostile on learning they were Americans, 


31, That all of the PANAY crew from the MEIPING, except J.L.Hodge, 
fireman first class, remain d in one group ashore until the following day 
when they were rescued by H.M,S,BEE. Hodge made his way to Wuhu and ro- 
turned to Shanghai via Japanese naval plane on December 14, 1937, 


32, That in searching for and rescuing the survivors, Rear Admiral 
Holt, R.N., and the officers and men of H.M,S,BEE and H.M,.S,LADYBIRD 


rendered most valuable assistance under trying and difficult conditions 
thereby showing a fin- spirit of helpfulness and cooperation, 
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33, That Charice L. Fneringer, storekeeper first olnes, cied at 1300 
December 13, 1¢37, at HoheLen, Chinn, fvom weunre received duriag she doro- 
ing of the U.S.S, PATAY ant that hin ¢eath oscurred in line of cuty not the 
result of hio own miccondust. 


34, That Zdgar C. Fulsebus, coxaswain, died at 0620 December 19, 1937, 
at Shanzhat, China, from wounte yetoived é¢uring the bombing of the U.S.S. 
PANAY and thet his deat occurred in line of duty not the result of hie own 
misconduct, 


25, That Lt. Coruander James J. Fughcs; Licutenant Arthur 7, Andsrs; 
Lieutenant (J.G.) duhn “. Griet; John ©, Lang, chief ouartermaster; 
Tobert 2. Feber¢, fireaan Tirst class, Kenneth J. Rice, electvician's 
mate third clane; Gavi ©. Sisk, electrician's mate first clase; Charles Ss. 
Schroyor, seaman first class; Alex Kozak, machinist's mate seconé class; 
Perre D, Zirler, ship's cook third class, and Newton L. Davis, fireman first 
clase, were seriously indured in line of duty not the result of their own 
misconduct, 


36. That Lieutenant Clerk G, Grazier, Me@icel Corps; Ensign Denis =, 
Siwerse; Charles S. Adama, racioman ercond class; Tony Zarba, ship's cook 
third class; John A, Bonkoeki. gunner's mate third class; Ernest C. 

Branch, fireman firat claes; Raymond L. Browning, electtician's mate third 
clases; Walter Cheatham, coxswain: Thomae A. Coleman, Chief »harmacist's 

mate; John A Dirnhoffer, seamen firat claes; Tuan ™, @rh, meses attendant first 
Clase; Tred G, Fichtenmayer, cerosenter's mate firct clase; mmery ?. Fisher, 
chinf watertender; Michael Geront, machinist's mate second cless; Cecil 3, 
Grocn, seaman first class; John L, “odge, fireman firet class; Fon 3, Fuffman, 
watertender second class; Karl F, Johnson, machinist's mate second class; 

Cerl =, Kerske, coxawain; Peter ~. Klumperr, Chicf machinist's mata; 

Williem P, Lander, seaman first cless; trnest R, Mahlmann, Chicf boatsawain's 
mete; ‘lilllam A, McCabe, fireman first clasn; Stenley , HceZowen, * seaman 
first class; James E, Peck, suartcrmaster second claes; P-gineld Peterson, 
radiouen second class, Veraon F, Puckett, Chief machinist'*s mato; King F. 
Sung, mess attendant first class; Farry 5. Tuck, s*aman first class; Cleo 

ET, Waxlor, bostswain's mate segone class; John 7, Webver, yeoman first class, 
and Far 2, Vong, mess attencant firet clase, were slightly injured in line 

of duty not the result of their own mieconduct,. 


37, “at the loz took, commandine officer's night order boo’, the last 
chart dy which the shin warn navigated, pay account®, service recores, mueter 
roll, puolic monies, and ou lic vouchers were not salvaged, All the health 
recorfe were preeorved, and turned over to oroper authority by the medical 
officer, ™.%.SeFATAY. 


38, Theat certein cceret and confi¢ential oublications remained on board 
in the conficdentiel safo when the ship was a»anconed, 
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